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which seemed real water; and upon the sea two
fleets manoeuvred, one of which appeared to be at
least two leagues distant from the audience. In
these days of spectacular display, we are unmoved
by such effects, but they were regarded as marvel-
lous achievements two hundred and fifty years ago.
When the play was over, a gilded bridge was thrown
to the feet of the Queen, she passed over, accom-
panied by the princes and princesses, and, on the
stage, now converted into a magnificent salon, began
the dance.

In 1639, a comedy of Scudery was acted by child-
ren, and among them, strangely enough, was the
young Jacqueline Pascal, then fourteen years of age,
a sister of Blaise Pascal, and herself destined to be
one of the famous inmates of the Port Royal. She
acted with much success, and Richelieu rewarded
her efforts by forgiving her father for some act of
contumacy by reason of which his arrest had been
ordered.

Besides representations of plays, there were fre-
quent literary gatherings at the Palais Cardinal, the
recitation of new poems, the reading of new books,
which were submitted to the taste of the Cardinal
and the judgment of the members of the Academy.

The Palais Cardinal was not only the home and
the bureau of the prime minister, it was the scene
of much of interest in literary history. Amid all
the cares of State, with half a dozen armies in the
field, with the Queen-mother plotting for his over-
throw, and Gaston listening to schemes for his as-
sassination, the Cardinal found time to give to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